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C A S T (in orderofappearance)

H E RO D

C O UN S E L L O R 1

C O UN S E L L O R 2

C O UN S E L L O R 3

C O UN S E L L O R 4

S O L D IE R 1

S O L D IE R 2

S O L D IE R 4

S O L D IE R 4

M E L C H IO R

C A S P A R

B A L TH A ZA R

M IS S IO N A RY

S H E P H E RD 1

S H E P H E RD 2

S H E P H E RD 3

S H E E P 1

S H E E P 1

S H E E P 3

M A K

GIL

A N GE L 1

A N GE L 2

A N GE L 3

JO S E P H

M A RY

IN N KE E P E R

IN N KE E P E R’sW IFE

IN N KE E P E R’sD A UGH TE R

RE P O RTE R 1

RE P O RTE R 2

C A M E RA M A N

32 speaking parts.
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W H Y N O T B E TH L E H E M ?

S cene 1.H erod’sP alace

E nterH E RO D with counsellorsand soldiers.The C O UN S E L L O RS are constantly bowing

and scraping.The S O L D IE RS are bored and cynical.

C O UN S E L L O R 1

H ailm ighty H E RO D .

C O UN S E L L O R 2

Greatestking ofthe age.

C O UN S E L L O R 3

Thy w isdom islegend.

C O UN S E L L O R 4

Thy goodnessknowsno bounds.

H E RO D (irritated)

Y es,Y es… … … .wellneverm ind allthat… … ..w hat’sthisIhearaboutanew king?

C O UN S E L L O R 1

Y esm y lord itiswritten… .

C O UN S E L L O R 2

B y the prophets… … ..

C O UN S E L L O R 3

Thatone shallbe born… …

C O UN S E L L O R 4

In B ethlehem … …

C O UN S E L L O R 1

W ho shallbe oursaviour… ..

C O UN S E L L O R 2

L ord ofall… … .

C O UN S E L L O R 3

W ho willbring to us… … .

C O UN S E L L O R 4

The kingdom ofGod.

H E RO D

Y ou lotshould be on the stage you know.
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C O UN S E L L O R 1

Y esm y L ord…

C O UN S E L L O R 2

Y ourwordsare like pearls… .

C O UN S E L L O R 3

W hich drop from yourlips… ..

C O UN S E L L O R 4

E nriching allwho listen.

H E RO D (annoyed)

Go away!

C O UN S E L L O R 1

A way m y lord?

C O UN S E L L O R 2

Y ourwordsto us… .

C O UN S E L L O R 3

A re asGod’scom m ands…

C O UN S E L L O R 4

W hich w e m ustobey… .

(H E RO D glaresatthem and pointsoffstage,indicating thatthey should leave im m ediately.

The C O UN S E L L O RS exitbackwardswith m uch bowing etc.)

H E RO D (To the soldiers)

N ow then m y fine m en… … whatdo you know ofB ethlehem and thisgreatking yetto be born?

S O L D IE R 1

N otm uch m y lord.B ethlehem ’sadum p.N othing everhappensthere.

H E RO D

W hataboutyou three? D o you know anything?

S O L D IE R 2

M y sisterlivesthere.S he keepsan inn with herhusband.N obody staysthere.

S O L D IE R 3

Ionce wentto B ethlehem foraday trip… … … … .itwasshut.

S O L D IE R 4

O fcourse the censusw illliven thingsup abit,Y ourM ajesty.
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H E RO D

The census… … … ..oh yes,I’d forgotten.E veryone on the m ove.Justthe opportunity forrebels

and troublem akersto cause problem s.

S O L D IE R 1

The m ightofRom e won’tallow that.

S O L D IE R 2

W e’llsquash anyone who causestrouble.

S O L D IE R 3

Y ou can rely on us.

S O L D IE R 4

W e neversleep… … … … … … … … … … atleastnotallatthe sam e tim e.

H E RO D (doubtful,then getting annoyed)

Right… … … … … wellthen… … … … .you’re beginning to annoy m e now … … … … .offyou go… … … .and

listen outforany rum oursaboutkingsbeing born.

A L L S O L D IE RS

Y esm y lord.

(E xitS O L D IE RS )

H E RO D (to the audience)

Y eswellI’m probably fussing aboutnothing… … … … .Iam the realking… … … … powerful

(pose)… … … … .wise (pose)… … … ..m erciful(pose)… … … and the coolestguy thisside ofthe

M editerranean (pose)… … (audience reaction)… … yes,wellwhatdo you lotknow ? Icould have

you allclapped in irons(audience reaction)… ..well… … … … back to work… … … … ..letm e know if

you hearanything.

(H E RO D exitsgrum pily)

E N D O FS C E N E 1.
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W H Y N O T B E TH L E H E M ?

S C E N E TW O

In the W ise M en’sshared flat.M E L C H IO R and C A S P A R are playing scrabble.

B A L TH A ZA R islooking through atelescope atthe audience.

M E L C H IO R (looking atM E L C H IO R’sS crabble word on the board)

“H eehee”!?! That’snotaword!

C A S P A R

Y esitis.Itm eansto laugh.

M E L C H IO R

Iknow whatitm eansbutit’snotarealword isit?

C A S P A R

Y ou had “ouch” acouple ofm inutesago and itwasatriple score.

M E L C H IO R

That’snotthe sam e atall… … .

C A S P A R

Y esitis…

M E L C H IO R

N o itisn’t… .

C A S P A R

Tisso… ..

M E L C H IO R (tipping up the board and scattering the pieces)

Gam e overIthink!

C A S P A R

O h I’m so bored… … … … … ..why doesnothing happen round here? W hatare you looking at

B althazar?

B A L TH A ZA R

Guys… ..guys… com e overhere… … .I’ve justseen som ething am azing!

C A S P A R

W hatisitnow?

M E L C H IO R

Thishad betternotbe anotherstar,B althazar.Im ean,w hatelse do you expectto see in the

sky? (H e sniggers)
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B A L TH A ZA R

N o,N o it’sm uch m ore specialthan that,M elchior… … com e and have alook.

(M E L C H IO R and C A S P A R com e over.C A S P A R looksthrough the telescope.)

B A L TH A ZA R

W ellthen… … … … … … whatcan you see?

C A S P A R

Ican see loadsofchildren.

M E L C H IO R

W hat?

B A L TH A ZA R

Ithink you’re forgetting thatwe’re in aplay.

C A S P A R

O h yes… … right… … .Ican see astar… … .

M E L C H IO R

O h notagain!Iwarned you B althazar… … … …

B A L TH A ZA R

W ait… … .

C A S P A R

N o,N o… … … it’snotjustany star… ..it’svery bright… …

M E L C H IO R (annoyed)

I’m going to the pub… … ..I’llbe ready to listen to yournonsense when Igetback… .

C A S P A R

N o wait… … … … … … ..it’sm oving… … … … ..

M E L C H IO R

M oving?

C A S P A R

A nd it’sgotsom ething written on it… ..

B A L TH A ZA R

Itold you itwasspecial.

M E L C H IO R

S om ething written on it… … … … .letm e guess… .Isit“H eehee” by any chance?



7

C A S P A R

N o I’m serious… … … it’sincredible… … … … ..itsays… ”Thisway to find the new born king”.

M E L C H IO R

L etm e see that… (looks)… .are you sure it’snotsom ething stuck on the lens?

B A L TH A ZA R

O fcourse not.

C A S P A R

W hy don’twe follow it?

M E L C H IO R

Follow it? W hy would we wantto do that?

C A S P A R

W ellitbeatssitting round here allday playing scrabble with you.

M E L C H IO R

Y ou m ake agood point,C aspar… butIstilldon’tsee whatwe would getoutofit.

B A L TH A ZA R

W ell… itm ightlead usto anew king.

M E L C H IO R

A new king!?!H aven’twe gotenough kingsalready? S om e people even think thatwe’re

kings… justbecause we’re quite… flam boyant(poses)in ourdress.

C A S P A R

Y esbutthisking m ightbe special.

M E L C H IO R

W hy?

C A S P A R(trying to think ofareason)

B ecause… because… because…

M E L C H IO R and B A L TH A Z A R

Y es?

C A S P A R

B ecause itsaysso in the script?

B A L TH A ZA R

S orry?

C A S P A R

O rperhapsbecause the new king can afford to advertise on stars?
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M E L C H IO R

O K.Iguessthat’sspecial… silly… butspecial.RightI’m convinced!L et’sgo!

B A L TH A ZA R

S houldn’tw e take som ething?

M E L C H IO R

Take som ething?

C A S P A R

W hatdo you m ean?

B A L TH A ZA R

L ike presentsorsom ething.

M E L C H IO R

D on’tbe daft!Thisisn’tsom eone’sbirthday party w e’re going to!Then again… perhapsitis!

O K - whatshould we take?

C A S P A R

Iknow,Iknow! I’d think I’lltake frankincense.

M E L C H IO R

Frankincense? A re you crazy? Thisisababy we’re visiting.W hat’she going to do with

frankincense? S prinkle iton hisnappy to stop the sm ell?

B A L TH A ZA R

M m .Icould take m yrrh.

M E L C H IO R

B althazar… none ofusknow whatm yrrh actually is…

C A S P A R

Y esbutin the script…

B A L TH A ZA R

I’llhave to Google it.

(M E L C H IO R and B A L TH A ZA R scow lathim )

M E L C H IO R

Y es,wellI’m taking som ething useful.I’m taking gold.

B A L TH A ZA R

Gold? H ow isthatany m ore usefulthan frankincense and m yrrh?
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M E L C H IO R

It’sm uch m ore useful… … … … … … … he can sellitto getsom ething thathe really wants.

(There isaloud knock on the door.)

C A S P A R: W ho’sknocking on ourdooratthistim e ofnight?

(M E L C H IO R goesto open the door.M IS S IO N A RY entersholding large B ible.)

M IS S IO N A RY

Good evening ladies… ..

(allthree wise m en scowl)

S orry,Im ean gentlem en… it’sjustthatyourclothesare abit… sorry.I’llgetto the point.H ave

you everwondered aboutlife’spurpose… have you everasked yourself… ”W hatam Idoing

here?”

M E L C H IO R

W e’d like to ask whatyou are doing here!

M IS S IO N A RY

I’ve com e to bring you good news.

B A L TH A ZA R

Y ou’re nottrying to sellussom ething are you?

M IS S IO N A RY

O nly the good newsaboutJesusthe King,aboutto be born in astable in B ethlehem ,who has

com e to save usall.

C A S P A R

D id you say king?

M IS S IO N A RY

Y esit’sallhere in the B ible… … … look… … … ..… itsayshe wasvisited by shepherdsand w ise m en

-som etim esconfused with kings-w ho followed astarand broughthim giftsofgold,

frankincense and m yrrh.

M E L C H IO R

Gold,frankincense and m yrrh?...thatisweird!
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C A S P A R

A re you the stage m anager?

B A L TH A ZA R

C aspar… (gritted teeth)… notin frontofthe audience!

C A S P A R

W ellhow com e thisguy’sgotthe script? (to the M IS S IO N A RY )W ho are you?

M IS S IO N A RY

I’m am issionary.

B A L TH A ZA R

W hat’sthat,w hen it’sathom e?

M IS S IO N A RY

Itm eansI’m on am ission to tellyou aboutthe new king.

M E L C H IO R

A nd you know allabouthim do you?

M IS S IO N A RY

Icertainly do.

M E L C H IO R (to the m issionary)

Then Ithink you had bettercom e with usdearfriend… Ithink you could prove very usefulon

ourjourney.

M IS S IO N A RY

W ith pleasure!W hen are w e going?

B A L TH A ZA R

N ow.B utwe’ve justgotto stop on the way to getsom e gold,frankincense and m yrrh…

(A llexit.)

E N D O FS C E N E 2.


